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Abstract

This paper analyzes the development of China-Taiwan relations since the DPP’s Tsai
Ing-wen took office in May 2016, and tries to make a preliminary estimation of the impact
of the new U.S. Trump administration on Taiwan.

Since the presidential election in January 2016, the administrative power in Taiwan
was transferred from the hand of Ma Ying-jeou who promoted the friendly policies toward
China to that of Tsai who emphasized “the Taiwanese identity” and "the status quo of
Taiwan". The gap between Tsai Ing-wen and Xi jinping, who was unceasingly promoting
“Chinese Dream” for which the unification was indispensable, was so wide that the
relations between Taiwan and China reached a stalemate.

As Tsai didn’t accept “One China,” China’s ill feeling toward Tsai intensified and
China’s pressure on Taiwan increased. Tsai handled the situation with caution. Even
though the approval rating of Tsai fell considerably, this was mainly due to domestic
issues, not to the freezing relations with China. On the other hand, China didn’t have the
decisive power to solve the Taiwan issues. For that reason, Taiwan and China kept a very
subtle balance.

The advent of the Trump administration added another uncertainty to US-China
relations and put Taiwan in the far more difficult situation. Tsai refrained from
commenting on Trump’s remarks and kept a low profile.

Although Taiwan has always suffered from being in the weak position, it has managed

to survive. As it did in the past, Taiwan sails in the storm cautiously.
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16 )13t B R TR R T
President—elect Trump spoke with President Tsai Ing—wen of Taiwan, who offered her
congratulations. During the discussion, they noted the close economic, political, and
security ties exists between Taiwan and the United States. President—-elect Trump also
congratulated President Tsai on becoming President of Taiwan earlier this year.
17 (https://twitter. com/realDonaldTrump/status/804863098138005504) .
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2 B|Hi#k 8 Tillerson’ s written testimony to Senator Cardin FHRHELY .

[Question 69] China:
The joint communiques of 1972, 1979, and 1982, under Presidents Nixon, Carter, and
Reagan are the foundation of the US-PRC relationship, along with the Taiwan Relations
Act that guides US policy toward Taiwan. Could you lay out your understanding of the
core principles of these communiques and the TRA? Do you think that these principles
remain important foundations of the relationship? Do you believe that the One China
policy remains valid, or needs revision?

[Answer]
The Three Communiques, Taiwan Relations Act, and Six Assurances provide the foundation
for U.S. policy toward China and Taiwan. The United States should continue to uphold
the One China policy and support a peaceful and mutually agreeable cross—Strait outcome.
Under this policy, the United States recognizes the People’s Republic of China as the
sole legal government of China and acknowledges the Chinese position that Taiwan is
part of China. As required by the Taiwan Relations Act, the United States continues to
provide Taiwan with arms of a defensive character and maintains the capacity of the
United States to resist any resort to force or other forms of coercion that would
jeopardize the security, or the social or economic system, of the people of Taiwan.
The United States also upholds the Six Assurances on U.S. policy toward Taiwan. If
confirmed, I would continue these policies and work to ensure that the cross-Strait
military balance remains favorable to peace and stability.

[Question 71] Taiwan:
Are you concerned that in suggesting the One China policy is negotiable the President-—
elect may have created the impression that Taiwan is nothing more than a bargaining
chip, and that that might undermine our ability to support Taiwan and protect US
interests in peace and stability in the region?

[Answer]
If confirmed, I intend to support the One China policy. The people of Taiwan are
friends of the United States and should not be treated as a bargaining chip. The U.S.
commitment to Taiwan is both a legal commitment and a moral imperative. If confirmed
I would work to ensure economic and military stability across the Strait
HIFARIES W, (Tillerson reaffirms US’ commitment to Taiwan), [TAIPEI TIMES], 10
February 2017,

(http://www. taipeitimes. com/News/front/archives/2017/02/10/2003664699) .
3 “Tillerson Played Key Role in Trump’ s 'One China’ Shift,” [Newsweek] , 11
February 2017, <(http://europe. newsweek. com/donald-trump—rex—tillerson-china—one-
china-trade—555534)
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34 “S. Con.Res.38 — A concurrent resolution reaffirming the Taiwan Relations Act and

the Six Assurances as cornerstones of United States-Taiwan relations, ”

[Congress. gov] , <(https://www.congress. gov/bill/114th—congress/senate—concurrent—
resolution/38)
3% “Obama signs law authorizing top military exchanges,” [TAIPEI TIMES] , 25
December 2016,

(http://www. taipeitimes. com/News/front/archives/2016/12/25/2003661875)
36  “US beef, pork producers’ groups urge FTA with Japan, ” [efeedlink] , 13
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440a7a877f0c-b665. html)

15



YRR IR . FRIEAR K LA ML 3 72 G V8 Hp i 0 R B A 1) EE SR
AT TR SO REFRAE AP T 77 o W SR SR IBURF 50 L 1) /OGS 56 22 it , B 2 4
SRR AMIRT A, T, TR I I SR 246 N 7 B BGE X (1) 57
AT ROIE A BE BRI LE Bl . B B MR EE S S BUR R T B 4T o

US| E BOM A SV BGE,  H [ RS RN A RO Rt S R R BV
FEF . MR BONF R T REGESMA—BREL. 578 r#RERA 2] fekh i
AWISERIES, MRAshm G sescR.

H A W AR R AN 5 20, B AR R . ZI65E I H AR Z
5 B A . BARIE AN JE )RS BUR A KE ], (HH & 28R DS ZAE 7 b
FALE EPA TEN I E1ER R

N BEHEBETER

(BB 52, BRI 25 B DY 4F 1), e HERR AR I & B AL Al [ Bl o R T2
b, AP T 5RHBIAS, AERONAFIPIRESZ N, SRMARIRSEIL 7 250 K A
ReFAb, geRe 7 FL EREFNI . 1996 FAMIT G158 Guik s o [E 2817 T M
R ZE S ) IR AT T AR, (BB VE IR RAREEAT I kst . BARGTE
FIBGR REAIRZ, HEJLEwXEmEE 174 H B Nak2aE AIa 1.

BRI PIRE RS, HAIFAE R R N R . GIEER
AENEEF R E T B SR E, FRAAFE TR A2 RDRE BISK )18 X 28 G0kt 24
—ANERERET . BISCEA KR SRR TR BRI MR AR » AN 20 P 2 40
FASYRE R LEN SIS Wb E RIS LR, ERT P H AR GEA S,
WAL, REGZIFFN,  BVFRTEUCE B HE O E AL K8 1) 4 RN T4 .

16



frHic

AR IRYIRR S KRR T 2017 4 3 A 28 H EAES R 5 & T2 70
MR 2. B S 55 LT 5483

AR AR AT H AP ATBUE N AR 25 L IR 2 A7F 50 9 2 B
ARG E T EDF > 3+ Y X A——HR X NEFEIWETE D R
BEAFS ] (AR PaHEHE, R85 : 16H02005) HfF 78700 N 70 R
Z



Te& it

/NEJR JR3E  OGASAWARA, Yoshiyuki

7 Ji — MR RS RRHE L IREE (Rl 4D

oo B IR BCAME TR R 5K 7 Bt 5 [ B A 7 o il 4804

BT 58 450 BIEBUA. BBk, MEXR

B 5 M 1T http://www. tufs. ac. jp/ts/personal/ogasawara/bigbcn. html

L 1A ogasawara@tufs. ac. jp

1



UREEEREHIT 2017488 1 Bal

HiRH: 201749 H1H
HiRE: BIRAEXSREHRAS

bRl

E%: RHER
BlE%: HK W
BIEGRIITHE: B e

Contemporary Japan and East-Asian Studies

Date of Publication: August 1, 2017

Publisher: Society for Contemporary Japan and East-Asian Studies
Editorial Office:

Editor in Chief: Yasuhiro MATSUDA, Ph.D

Vice Editor in Chief: Urara SHIMIZU, Ph.D

Vice Editor in Chief and Executive Editor: Wei-Hsiu Huang, Ph.DD



Contemporary Japan and East-Asian Studies

September 1, 2017 Vol. 1 No.2

http://jeast.1oc.u-tokyo.ac.jp/

The Stalemate of China-Taiwan Relations

and the Advent of the Trump Administration

Edited and Published by

Society for Contemporary Japan and East-Asian Studies


http://jeast.ioc.u-tokyo.ac.jp/

