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Abstract

Before diplomatic relations between Japan and ROC broke off in 1972, Japan-ROC
relations were primarily focused on political diplomacy. Official break in diplomatic
relations did not terminate political relations, bet pragmatic relations were maintained
through a semi-formal channel. Rather than considering this semi-formal channel as
Chiang Kai-shek’s legacy, it’s more appropriate to consider this as a product of Ma
Su-li’s Japan policy that integrates new and old leverages under Chiang Ching-kuo’s
new regime. Ching Ching-kuo’s foreign policy contained both elements of the
pragmatics of Taiwan’s survival as well as diplomatic ideals inherited from the Chinese
Civil War.

With change in leadership, President Lee Teng-hui reshaped Taiwan’s Japan policy
but prior to its accomplishment, the semi-formal channel employed during Chiang

Ching-kuo’s remained in operation.
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