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Abstract

The literature on the history of party politics in Taiwan has provided ample evidence
that prior to the birth of the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP), there was a group of
"Tangwai" (Z#4]) politicians and political activists who were opposed to the Kuomintang
(KMT, the Chinese Nationalist Party)'s single-party rule through elections and journal
publications. Previous research indicates that during the 1970s these activists and their
supporters strengthened solidarity so that their activity "outside the KMT " became a more
institutionalized group later called "Tangwai" Using recently-published memoirs and
my own interviews, I explore the rise of Kang Ning-hsiang (5 Z %), who made
significant contributions to the rise of the opposition movement in the early days. In
addition to  highlighting two aspects to explain Kang's rise: (1) his personal upbringing
that took place in the traditional Wanhua district (F52E£) of Taipei; and (2) his political
upbringing that was strongly affected by senior opposition politicians such as Koeh Kok-
ki (ZPEEZ), I show that through these experiences Kang acquired an extraordinary ‘grass-
root” political persona that allowed him to eloquently discuss, in Taiwanese, various
topics from Taiwanese history to international affairs to generate mass support. I argue
that in the late 1960s through the early 1970s Kang's political persona played a critical
role in bringing like-minded politicians and activists together to establish a formal

opposition party.
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