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Abstract

Since September 2012 when the Japanese government "nationalized" the Senkaku/
Diaoyu Islands, the tensions between Japan and China has been continuing. Upon the
event, the Chinese authority insisted that Japan had taken unilateral measures which
"ran counter to the understanding and consensus reached between the older generation
of leaders of the two countries” on "leaving the issue of Diaoyu Dao to be resolved later.
" Using this discourse, it justified its masculine attempts to break down the Japanese
effective control over the islands that had been maintained over a century. On the other
side, the Chinese government had never claimed the islands before 1971 officially. How
has Chinese discourse on its sovereignty over the islands developed over the years?
What is the relationship between the Chinese actions and the domestic nationalism
observed in China? This paper first studies related materials and diplomatic records to
review People's Republic of China's references to or behaviors on Diaoyu Islands.
Secondly, it uses People's Daily's database to analyze how Chinese authority has
developed its discourse over the islands. Thirdly, based on the above, it overviews the
relationship between the political propaganda and the nationalism. The paper finds that
the "consensus™ over the islands was ungrounded, but created by China in mid 2000s
when the anti-Japan nationalism was surging in its society. Yet, once it has been created,

it became an obstacle to interrupt the reconciliation between the two countries.
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