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Abstract

This paper attempts to clarify the characteristics of Taiwanese cultural policy in the
first year after Tsai Ing-wen took office in May 2016, through a comparison with the Ma
Ying-jeou administration. The Ma administration emphasized the economic purposes of
their cultural policy in an attempt to avoid touching upon the sensitive issue of how to
evaluate the “Chineseness” or the “Taiwaneseness” of Taiwanese culture. However, on
the other hand, the Ma administration also overemphasized the importance of relations
with mainland China, which led to a breakdown in the balance in the civic “Taiwanese
consciousness” as a result. In contrast to this, the Tsai administration’s cultural policy
has put less emphasis on pursuing economic purposes, and more stress on cultural
purposes; a key example of this being their “transitional justice” policy. However, as the
sequence of social incidents which occurred in Taiwan after Tsai took office
demonstrate (such as the beheading of statues of Hatta Yoichi and Chiang Kai-shek), it

is clear that the Tsai administration also faces many challenges in this regard.
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