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Abstract

This paper is aimed at analyzing the Sinicization of Taiwan during the 1950s by
focusing on two keywords, reorganization and centralization. This paper discusses five
specific examples -- 1. the Cultural Reorganization Movement, 2. local education, 3. the
Anti-Luxun Movement, 4. the “National Herald” Plan, and 5. the Two Literature
Associations -- to reveal some aspects of Sinicization and decolonization of that time.

The influences of Reorganization on Sinicization were the exclusion of Communist
thoughts, a thorough criticism of Luxun, and the elimination of historical memory of
Japanese colonial era and Japanese language. Obviously, these were aimed at
accelerating the decolonization process, not aimed at denying or devaluing the actual
presence of Taiwan itself. However, on the other hand, the problem was Sinicization
under Centralization. Because the KMT government was unable to strike back against
mainland China, the unresolved political situation made it impossible for Taiwan to
represent itself as Taiwan, but required it to represent China as a whole in the process of
Sinicization under Centralization. Cultural authenticity was in the hands of mainland
elites as Taiwanese elites became increasingly marginalized, facing difficulties and
being unable to take central role and positions anymore, which they once had. Indeed,
this marginalization of Taiwan could be identified as the most problematic of
Sinicization during 1950s Taiwan, which was the significant difference when compared

to the early postwar period of 1945 to 1949.
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