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Abstract

How has China’s assessment of external security environment evolved? What are its
core features? What effects has Beijing’s evolving threat perception had on the design
and practice of foreign security policy? Drawing on domestic scholarly discussions, this
article explores how Beijing’s perspectives on regional security dynamics and potential
policy choices have developed. A particular focus will be on the reactions to perceived
transformations in the US-led regional alliance system, which have manifested in an
unusually heated debate on the enduring value of the non-alliance principle. By doing
so, this article argues that although any radical departure from the existing policy is
unlikely, Beijing is now clearly exploring new ways of security cooperation as a means

to balance against increasing security pressures.
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