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Abstract

This paper aims to explore the rise of the Opposition under the Koumintang’s one—party
dominant regime, focusing on behavior and strategy of Dangwai assemblymen in
Taiwan’s Provincial Assembly. The basic hypothesis is that, from the perspective of
“Taiwan-sized” people’s will, the rise of the parliamentary opposition dates back to
Provincial Assembly and their thought and behavior were inherited to politicians who led
democratic movement of 1970s. After reviewing extant literature and recently compiled
historical resources, the behavior and strategy adopted by the first generation Dangwai
assemblymen (Li Wanju, Guo Guoji, Guo Yuxin, Wu Sanlian, Li Yuanzhan and Xu
Shixian) called “Five Dragons, One Fenix” are alnalyzed, in terms of (1)structure of
discourse, (2)idea and value behind their behavior vis-a-vis governmental control,
(3)personal networks developed between them and with their supporters, and (4)strategic
use of existent parties (Youth Party, Social Democratic Party). Also, the continuity in
behavior and thought between these first generation assemblymen and the next generation

Dangwai politicians is discussed.
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