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Abstract

The “trade war” between the United States and China is not simply a series of
disputes in their economic relationship. It indicates the emergence of a more systemic
conflict that encompasses both ideology and military and security issues. There has
emerged a bipartisan consensus in the U.S. on the necessity to rectify China’s practices
of intellectual property rights violations and forcing foreign firms to transfer their
technologies to Chinese firms. Americans appear determined to prevent China from
dominating high tech industries. This consensus has emerged largely because China has
achieved significant economic and technological development without changing its
domestic authoritarian rules. Xi Jinping’s 19th Party Congress speech gave the
impression that China is now trying to export such model to other developing countries.
A compromise may be made on trade issues in the coming months. But as long as China
maintains current trend of strengthening its authoritarian tendencies and seeks
technological supremacy, a “new Cold War” will continue if under the surface. Japan
cannot base its China policies and its security policies on the premise that China will
move towards liberalization. But we must not forget that there are people in China who
seek liberalization. There is no need to think that the path to liberalization in China is

completely barred.
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