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Abstract

In the 2010s, wage growth for young employees in Taiwan stagnated, resulting in
increased disparity between wage growth in Taiwan and China. China has attempted to
take advantage of this situation to further its cross-strait unification policy by providing
young Taiwanese people support for finding jobs and starting businesses in the mainland.
However, no large-scale movement of young Taiwanese people to the mainland has been
observed. Here, I examine why young Taiwanese people have chosen not to move to and
work in the mainland by discussing the results of interviews I conducted in 2017 with
students at Taiwanese universities. These interviews provided several important findings.
First, more than half of the students intended to stay and work in Taiwan after graduation
even under the current adverse economic situation; some were confident in their ability
to find a job with a high enough salary; others simply wanted to stay close to their family.
Second, most students said that they would consider working overseas if the opportunity
arose in the future; but some of them flatly refused to work in the mainland expressing an
unfavorable view of China, which may reflect the strength of their Taiwanese identity.
Third, some students wanted to work in the mainland; however, they were also interested
in working in other countries and they considered China as just one of many foreign
countries they could choose. These findings suggest several reasons why the movement
of young Taiwanese people to the mainland has been limited and indicate that such
movement is unlikely to markedly and suddenly increase in the future and therefore is

unlikely to have a serious political impact on future cross-strait relations.
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