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Abstract

The main topics of Japanese anthropological studies on Taiwan in the past decade
can be roughly classified into six categories. (1) Research history and ethnicity. (2)
Material culture, crafts and livelihood. (3) Historical ethnography and historical
anthropology. (4) Colonial experience and memory. (5) Border, transnationalism and
comparisons of both with those of neighboring areas. (6) Religion. The characteristics of
those categories mostly include four points. First, interest in history (especially in modern
colonial history) from the viewpoint of continuity/discontinuity. Second, comparisons
with Micronesia / Korea / Okinawa. Third, awareness of reflexivity. Fourth, the intention
of direct or indirect contribution to the local community. Ten years ago, urban studies,
studies on transnationalism and globalization in Taiwan were expected to progress and
have done so in this decade. The topics in which I expect to see further progress are study
of the political status and systems among the indigenous peoples, the academic materials
collected in Japan, the "new immigrants" and their children's generation and modern
history. For understanding complicated societies, I expect that more fruitful research will

be created in reflexive places, and that I will participate myself in such research.
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