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Abstract

This paper examines Japan-Taiwan relations since the establishment of the Tsai
Administration in May 2016 and discusses future potentialities. From its inception, the
DPP's Tsai Administration has patiently and steadily managed relations with China, while
at the same time undertaking various institutional reforms. However, relations with China
have not progressed, and in response to opposition to several reforms, approval rating has
been sluggish.

Japan had hoped that the Taiwanese ban on food and agricultural imports from Japan
would be lifted as soon as possible, but progress has slowed after it became a domestic
political issue in Taiwan. Japan’s strong expectations of reconciliation on this issue have
turned into a major disappointment, to the degree that some in Tokyo are questioning
President Tsai's ability to lead the government. However, Japan-Taiwan relations have
progressed steadily in most other dimensions of the relationship, strengthened by the
precedent set by the Ma Ying-jeou Administration through various agreements and other
means.

In Japan, there is strong sympathy for Taiwan in its relationship with China, and
strong humanitarian ties across levels of diplomacy have developed since the Great East
Japan Earthquake in 2011. These ties serve as an important symbol of friendship. Over
the long term, both countries should nurture a "narrative of recovery and resilience"
towards building human channels that will continue into the next generation. This will be

necessary for managing current and future challenges, and for upgrading the bilateral
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relationship into one more characteristic of formal allies.
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