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Abstract

This article reviews the discourse in China that Japan is “tilting to the right” and
“reviving militarism,” and by doing so, explores the background and prospects of Japan’s
security policy under the Abe Administration. The article separates the discourses into
three sub-discourses: culture and society; politics; and security. The article has three
overarching conclusions.

First, the discourse insisting that Japan is tilting to the right and reviving militarism
from the viewpoints of culture and society is not convincing. Japan’s strong and long-
standing cultural aversion to many of the principle elements of militarism in the post-War
period remains imbued throughout society, from a rejection of armed force to settle
international disputes to a complete “allergy” to the use of force. Historical comparisons
between Nazi Germany in the post-WWI era and Japan in the post-WWII era are
completely irrelevant.

Second, the discourse insisting that Japan is tilting to the right and reviving
militarism from the viewpoint of politics is not convincing. Japan is a stable democracy,
a country of law, precedents, and institutions, where all politicians, and the prime
minister most of all, are subject to checks and balances and the will of the people. Even
if an ideologically extreme politician comes to power, democratic institutions would
restrain his or her extreme political convictions. Additionally, there are structural
factors, including a huge government deficit and sluggish economy, which would not

support remilitarization in Japan.
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Third, the discourse insisting that Japan is tilting to the right from the viewpoint
of security is somewhat convincing, but reviving militarism is not. Major changes to
Japan’s security policies under the Abe Administration are due to a deteriorating
security environment surrounding Japan, and not the cause of militaristic ideology. The
meanings of tiling right and militarism must not be conflated: these are not one in the
same. The Abe Administration has successfully changed its security policies through
utilizing the deterioration of Japan’s security environment based on realistic national
security views, but it has not in any legitimately identifiable sense engaged in

remilitarization.
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