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Abstract

Taiwan’s presidential election was held on January 11, 2020. The issue was whether
Taiwanese voters would endorse the continuation of the Democratic Progressive Party
(DPP) administration led by incumbent President Tsai Ing-wen or not. The election drew
international attention, not only because the Chinese influence over Taiwan had never
been higher, but also it encountered the unprecedented confrontation between the United
States and China.

This article analyzes the results of the presidential election and the legislative
elections held on the same day, discusses the reasons for Tsai Ing-wen’s victory and Han
Kuo-yu’s defeat, and combines field investigations in the constituencies to come up with
the following conclusions.

The results of the 2020 elections are almost the same as the results of the last 2016
elections. Taiwanese voters chose to support the Tsai administration. The DPP took
advantage of the broad trend of Taiwan identity, while the Kuomintang (KMT) basically
did not get along well with Taiwan identity. Even if the KMT won the local elections, it
turned out to be very unfavorable in the national elections. This indicates that the
Taiwanese politics has entered a period of comparative advantage of the DPP.

During the election campaign, President Tsai explicitly denied “One country, two
systems” and expressed support for the protest movement in Hong Kong. She repeatedly
defended Taiwan’s free and democratic political system in comparison with the Chinese
political system. the KMT candidate Han Kuo-yu was unable to show clearly how to
defend the Republic of China in the face of Xi Jinping’s unification pressure.

As a result, President Tsai was re-elected with 8.17 million votes, the highest in
Taiwan’s electoral history. In the legislative elections, too, the DPP maintained majority.

In the 2020 elections, Taiwanese voters have chosen to support President Tsai’s
proposition on the issue of “What Taiwan should be,” and stated that they did not accept

China’s proposition for unification and “One country, two systems.”
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