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Abstract

This study explores the background and factors behind the “politicization” of the
visit to Yasukuni Shrine by the leaders of the Japanese government at home and abroad.
We intend to view and examine this incident from three angles. The first view traces
how the prime ministers’ visit to Yasukuni Shrine became a political issue in Japan after
the Second World War. The second view analyzes the process by which the prime
ministers’ visits to Yasukuni Shrine were conducive to the development of diplomatic
issues between Japan and China. In particular, we intend to point out the issues of the
“problems related to visiting Yasukuni Shrine” formed in China during the 1980s and
the issues confirmed between Japan and China during the official visit by Prime
Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone in 1985. Third, we consider that the Prime Minister’s visit
to Yasukuni Shrine became a problem again during the Junichiro Koizumi
administration.

Problems related to Yasukuni Shrine originally existed as a domestic issue,
centered on the separation between the church and state in post-war Japan. However, in
the 1980s, when Asian countries such as China questioned the Yasukuni shrine visits, it
became an international issue that further raised questions about Japan’s handling of
historical issues. Furthermore, in Japan and China, the enshrinement of Class-A war
criminals at Yasukuni Shrine was highlighted, and as a result, a protocol was put in
place which entailed that the prime minister not visit and worship at Yasukuni Shrine

after that visit.
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However, during the Koizumi administration in the early twenty-first century, the
prime minister’s visit to Yasukuni Shrine was politicized again, and the relation between
Japan and China deteriorated. Prime Minister Koizumi’s visit to Yasukuni was
supported by public sentiment rejecting foreign protests. Public opinion euphemistically
supported the prime minister’s visit to Yasukuni. However, anti-Japanese sentiment had
risen in China, and thus the intolerant national sentiment in each country toward the
other exacerbated the conflict between the governments.

The fundamental reason why the Japanese and Chinese governments did not give
in on the issue of the visit to Yasukuni Shrine was the differing emotional understanding
of Yasukuni Shrine in the two countries. These understanding differ in both countries
and show that there are differences in the cognitive manipulation of past wars between

them.
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