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Abstract

The Contending Discourses of the Senkaku/Diaoyu Conundrum: The Chinese

Interpretation of History

The first essay focuses on the diplomatic dispute between Japan and China over the
Senkaku/Diaoyu (the following is omitted) Islands in the East China Sea. Understanding
the competing sovereignty claims to the islands requires the consideration of a myriad of
issues: the national and military power of the claimants, the authorities that have control
over the islands, and the applicable rules of international law in settling the problem.
Moreover, it underlines the different interpretations each claimant offers to the history of
the Senkakus. Drawing on the historical evidence disclosed in recent years, the author
seeks to illustrate each territorial claim and its explanation of the islands' history. While
it does not aim to provide a solution to the territorial contest, this essay hopes to promote

mutual understanding between two nations.



From Fishers’ Backyard to Countries’ Sovereignty Contest: The Islands in the East

China Sea

The second essay examines the historical development of the surrounding waters of the
Senkaku/Diaoyu (the following is omitted) Islands. Like the Nakanougan Island in the
East China Sea, the Senkakus were a valuable fishing ground for Taiwan and Japan
(mainly from the Miyako Island and the Yaeyama Islands); the Taiwanese fishers would
capture birds and collect bird eggs, while the latter caught fish. Throughout history, fishers
from Taiwan and Japan enjoyed the rich maritime resources and shared the economic
prosperity the Islands offered. However, in the 1950s, prompted by the overharvesting of
bird eggs by the Taiwanese fishers, the region witnessed rising tensions between Taiwan
on the one side, and the Ryukyu Government and the United States on the other. It was
not until the 1970s that regional petitioners began to stake claims to sovereignty over the
Senkakus. Through tracing the diverse aspects of history of the Senkakus, the author aims

to demonstrate that there is more to the islands than the competing sovereignty claims.
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