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Abstract

This study focused on the post-1990s period during which the political relations
between China and Japan worsened owing to the Taiwan issue. Additionally, it aimed to
illustrate the development of trilateral relations and the effects of perception gaps
between the actors involved in this development. This study found the following.

First, after the 1990s, the Taiwan issue in the China—Japan relations displayed a
fixed pattern. As seen in the zero-sum game, such as Lee Teng-hui’s visit attempts to
Japan in the 1990s, Taiwan sought a diplomatic breakthrough by asserting its own
position, and Japan made decisions trying to be considerate of both PRC and Taiwan.
However, Japan was criticized by both—regarding the decision as the results. China’s
criticism of Japan regarding the zero-sum issues was indifferent to the level of
consideration Japan attaches with China.

Second, the predictability with which the Taiwan issue developed a politicized
mechanism closely and organically tied to the domestic politics, diplomacy, and security
of China, Japan, and Taiwan. Factors, such as the breakdown of the 1955 system in
Japan, democratization, and Taiwanization of Taiwan, rise of China, strengthening of
the Japan—US alliance, cycle of worsening and improving the US—China relations,
externalization of the cross-Strait relations, degradation of cross-Strait political
relationship, and approximation of Japan—Taiwan relations—eventually influenced one
other.

Third, while the change in Japan’s policy toward Taiwan was not strategic, it

exhibited a trend. Japan has made some pro-Taiwanese policy decisions, even though



these decisions involved zero-some issues between the PRC and Taiwan and did not
conform to China’s will. These decisions were associated with Japanese national
security and/or the Japan—US alliance, Japanese sovereignty, non-political but economic
or social issues, and humanitarian issues. Japan may make pro-Taiwanese decisions
because it prioritizes nonnegotiable Japanese national interests or sovereign decision-
making authority. The change in Japan’s policy toward Taiwan is an accumulation of
reactive and passive responses to the situation.

Fourth, in contrast to the reality of Japan—Taiwan relations, the China—Japan
relations on the Taiwan issue have been significantly influenced by psychological
factors, such as the perception gap between the actors. Because China was strongly
doubtful about Japan’s engagement with Taiwan, it acutely criticized Japan and sought
to deter Taiwan in ways often viewed as idiosyncratic by the Japanese. Consequently,
Japanese sympathy toward Taiwan grows stronger as Japanese views favorable to China

diminish.
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